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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


That Cob Ttntlov ! 
The more we read about it, the more we are aa- 
tomshed arid amused. Tea, we want a convention, 
but what we want it for, is trouble to find out. It 
reminds me of the boy with the elephant, he had it, 
but he didn't know what to do with it. We're to 
have a convention next September, but what to do 
with it is the trouble. Now brethren, this looks 
to me a good deal like theological twaddle. 

It baa been suggested by the editor, or some one 
else that several of the brethren spin off a program, 
we suppose of course, "Uadmg ArrtAren," — a 
term entirely distasteful to us— and if the program 
suits (?) it might be adopted. Now it is a plain, 
simple, common-sense fact, that if there is a necess- 
ity for a convention, the necessity will bring forth a 
specific work, and if there is no specific work for 
the convention, then there is no necessity for it. 
Was there a necessity for toe Ashland convention? 
Yes, the church was disrupted, the excommunicat- 
ed were necessitated to meet in convention to dis- 
cuss the outlook. That convention begat the 
"declaration of principles" upon which the Breth- 
ren church stepped as its polity. Was there a 
necessity for the Dayton convention ? Yes, an 
organization was necessary, it necessitated the 
convention, and the convention, found/or** of dr- 
cutnstances, organized a church brotherhood. la 
there a necessity for a convention in September? 
No, why V Because there's no specific object to be 
attained. We are all wondering what we will do 
when we get there. This being the present status 
of the affair, it looks much like as though the con- 
vention must meet at any rate, in the hope that it 
may grind out something that will be good for the 
churches. Like the Irishman pounding the iron — 
"it may be a fork, or it may be a hoe." 

We have always held to the idea, that states 
should get into thoroughly working order, this 
should precede a national convention, and if the 
Btatea, or districts, can practically, aid successfully 
carry on the work, we don't need a national con- 
vention. But should there a necessity arise for a 
general conference, or convention, then the necessity 
will develop the work for that body. A general 
convention is both ponderous and expensive, and 
should be deferred, at least until there arises a 
necessity for it. 

We are happy in chronicling the fact that the 
little church to whom we minister, is prospering 
finely. We are steadily gaining, and the spiritual 
status is excellent. AH are workers, no big lazy 
di ones to eat up all the honey, and gatber none. 
An excellent Sunday school, continuing the year 
round. 

W. L. Spanoglk. 

Martins burg, Pa. 

God's Law. 

Let us look first into our standing as members 
in the church, and as those who are living directly 
under the law of God. 

As it is with the citizenship of the United States, 
so it is with all of us who profess to be citizens of 
Christ's kingdom. We have certain duties and 
relations which are directly in harmony with this 
great law of God. Those of us who enjoy the 
benefits of that law are under obligations to sup- 
port it Are we all doing as much to support it 
as we should ? I hope every one who professes 
to obey God's law will answer in the affirmative, 
that we may all say that we have our shoulders to 
the wheel and are straining every muscle of 
spiritual strength to help every one to obey that 
law. 

We as a church, are bound to support it at all 
hazards. And why? Because it is the will of God 
that we should. And because it is the church 
which governs and elevates society and virtue, two 
elements which go to make subjects for the holy 
church of God. Whoever puts forth his greatest 
effort to support the church can be called a true 
patirot and soilder for Jesus. 

But whoever professes Christ and has promised 
* to support and advance his kingdom and does not 
do it, is a crimnal.. For a house divided against 
itself cannot stand. How careful we should be 
that we keep peace and harmony in the church for 
by keeping and obeying the law of God we pro- 
mote the work of saving souls. The word of God tells 


as that if any do err from the truth and one con- 
vert him he shall save a soul from death and shall 
hide a multitude of sins. How many of us are 
doing this ? Are we helping the erring ones as we 
onght ? Have we that forgiving spirit which God's 
law tells us tu have? 

Brother and sister let us pray for one another. 
Let us workforfone another's spiritual welfare, and 
if any do err, let us take them by the hand and 
lift them up from that fallen state and stand them 
on that firm foundation of which Jesus Chri t is 
the chief corner stone. Let us live together in 
harmony under the protection of the law of v. aich 
God, the great Judge and giver of all good, is the 
Maker. Fraternally Yours, 

F. H. Ovbrlebs. 

Pleasant Valley church, Mantana City, Kan. 


A Wise Christian Qlrer. 
The name of Walter C. Jones, of Warrington, 
England, will stand conspicuous in the roll of those 
who in this country have given largely and wisely 
to the Foreign Mission work. 

His gifts in the last ten years have amounted 
to $646,000. No larger sum has been given by 
any one man in this century, except Deacon Otis, 
of Connecticut, who bequeat hed to the American 
Board $1,000,009 for the foreign work. But the 
gifts of Mr, Jones have been made during his life- 
time, and we may be sure they are not yet ended. 

Nme Years ago. Mr. Jones made a thank-offer- 
ing of f 100,000 for the leoovery of a beloved son 
from a dangerous illness. The interest of this sum 
is applied to the support of native workers in the 
mission fields of India, Palestine, and Africa. 

Four years ago he founded the India Native 
Church Mission Fund, with f 175,000. The in- 
crease of this fund is used wholly for the support 
of native workers, two-fifths of whose support is 
to be raised from native churches. These native 
workers arc to labor among the heathen where no 
other Protestant missionary effort is carried on. 
Under this wise arrangement, many native Cona- 
tions have been Bent out to labor where only heath* 
en ism prevails. 

Last Year Mr. Jones, in answer to an appeal 
from China, gave $11,000 to establish a training 
school lor native evangelists at Hangohow. 

This year he gives $360,000, to prepare and send 
out native Christian workers in Japan and China. 

What a noble example is this 1 It is an example 
at once of liberality and wisdom. These large 
sums are given to foster, what is most needed in 
all the old mission fields, the self-help and aggres- 
sive activity of the native churches. It is a great 
and good thing to send out missionaries from our 
homes to preach the gospel to the heathen ; bat it 
is a far greater and better deed to stir up and train 
the converted heathen to become themselves mis- 
sionaries. Such gifts as these prepare the way for 
the churches in heathen lands to become self-sup- 
porting and independent, and in their turn to be- 
come centres of missionary energy. 

May God bless this shining example to all the 
churches! Why should not some soul in our 
Lutheran churches, with such incentives, rise to 
the like height of liberality and wisdom to send 
the gospel out over the dark places of the earth ? 
— Lutheran Missionary Journal. 


go on rafbre, with my lantern ; yon mast keep 
your eyes fixed on it, and folios- it, und it will lead 
you rightly." 

Then he went on before them, and, though the 
lantern was but a small one, it shone out so bright- 
ly that it lit up all the country round ; and the 
soldiers could now see all the traps and pitfalls, 
and besides, they could see each other distinctly 
and knew what their neighbors were doing, just as 
though it had been daylight; and they no longer 
stumbled up against each other, but all marched 
on in order, keeping step as they went Then 
they very soon came to the enemy's castle. The 
siege lasted a long time, but in the end the castle 
was taken and utterly destroyed. 

The castle is sin. All Christians make war 
against sin. Some children may think that they 
can guide themselves and others in the right way 
without Jesus ; but they cannot, Jesus is the real 
guide, and the lantern is Christian love. One of 
the best friends of Jesus wrote in a book that "if 
we love one another, we walk in the light, and 
there is no occasion for stumbling." It we do not 
love one another, then we shall be perpetually of- 
fending and stumbling against our neighbors. — 
Sbl. 


Jesus the IJuide. 

An army was once marching to attack a castle, 
when night came on. It became so dark that a 
man could scarcely see a yard from his face. So 
the men stnmbled up against one another and fell, 
and others trampled on those that bad fallen. 
Then many began to quarrel amongst themselves 
and flung themselves down on the ground in de- 
spair, and others wandered off from the rest and 
tried to find the way for themselves. But the 
enemy had dug pitfalls here and there, and had set 
traps and laid mines, and many of the wandering 
soldiers tell into the traps and pitfalls. Then they 
were in great terror : first one said, "I know the 
nay, follow me;" then another said, "No, but fol- 
low me ; I know it better ;" but none of the men 
really knew the right way, and they only led those 
that followed them into worse mischief. 

At last came up the real guide, with a lantern 
in his hand, and said, "Be still, ajl of you ; I will 


Gathered Pearls. 

Any coward can fight a battle when he is sure 
cf winning ; but give me the man who has pluck to 
fight when be is sure of losing. 

There is something like an undiscovered conti- 
nent in every human heart and character — some- 
thing yet undiscovered and of course unexplored. 
Happy will he be who acts as his own Columbus 
and clearly discovers his own soul. 

God's laws were neyer designed to be like cob- 
webs, which catch the little flies, but suffer the 
large ones to break through. 

Many a man put in the seed who never saw the 
harvest, just as many another brought home ripe 
sheaves on which he bestowed no labor save that 
of the sickle. The worker for Christ, therefore, is 
expecting the divine hand to secure the result. 
He has abundant reason to believe that good is 
done of which he has no knowledge, and will have 
none until that great day. 

He who does no good gets none. He who cares 
not for others will Boon find that others will not 
care for him. 

Those who excel in strength sre not most likely 
to show contempt of weakness. A man does not 
despise the weakness of a child. 

No person ever amounts to anything in this 
world who has not at some time fought a battle. 

Moderation is the silken string running through 
the pearl-chain of all virtues. 

A fool may be known by six things : anger with- 
out cause, speech without profit, change without 
motive, inquiry without object, putting trust in a 
stranger, and not knowing his friends from his 
toes. 

Never do that in prosperity of which you may 
repent' in adversity. 

That man must go right who goes at God's bid- 
ding. 

The world may make a man unfortunate, but 
not miserable ; that is for himself. 


If we would bring a holy life to Christ, we must 
mind our fireside duties as well as the duties of the 
sanctuary. — Spuryeon. 

A cracked bell is not good to call men together' 
nor is a minister of crscked reputation fit to per- 
suade others to holiness. — Jmikyn. 

Charcoal and diamond are the same materia) — 
carbon. One absorbs the light, the other reflects 
it. There are charcoal Christians and diamond 
Christians. 

Every fall ot a Christian is an indication of the 
elevation of Christianity ; and every indication of 
that elevation is a reason for our endeavor to reach 
it. 

In ourselves, rather than in material nature, lie 
the (rue source and life of the good and beautiful. 
The human soul is the sun which diffuses light on 
every side, investing creation with its lovely hues, 
and calling forth the peotic element that lies hidden 
in every existing thing, — Mazzini. 




